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Vital Principle or Soul (^x7?) as First Cause and primal essence
of the World.    And so accordingly it did.

But before attempting to exhibit the evolution of the
successive stages of Soul or Vital Principle when used as
explanation of the phenomena of the world, we have to ask, as
before, how much of the detail of these stages could be
anticipated beforehand from those great general relations
between Religion and Philosophy which wre have seen to exist.
To begin with, then, we may confidently assert that the evolu-
tion of Soul or Vital Principle as First Cause of Things will
follow an entirely different movement to that of the Material
Principle which it superseded; and that instead of proceeding
in its explanation of the World, from the concrete and palpable
to the abstract and intangible, as we have seen to be the ease
with the Material Principle, it will proceed, on the contrary,
from the indefinite and abstract to the definite and concrete,
And the reason of this is that Matter, being in its nature
comparatively stolid, becomes the more flexible, efficient, ami
capable an instrument, the more ethereal and impalpable it is ;
whereas the Vital Principle or Soul, being by its nature
ethereal, becomes the more efficient, the greater arc the number
and variety of the concrete qualities with which it is endowed*
And we may go farther and anticipate that as the very con-
ception of a Vital Principle or Soul involves some kind of
body or Matter with which it is indissolubly united, all theories
of the World in which this Vital Principle or Soul is the
active factor, the positive pole, the right hand, must include
also some Material Principle which shall be the passive factor,
negative pole, and left hand as it were. And further still wo
may anticipate that as Soul advances in the number, dif-
ferentiation, and definiteness of its qualities, the better to
explain the world, so, too, must the Matter which is bound
up with it, and which goes hand in hand with it; much
in the same way as the better to render a piece of complex
music, you require not only a greater number of players, but